LETTERS 


Fools on ihe Hill 

Dear Editor: 

Here’s to applaud the tone and 
intent of the Cockbum-Ridgeway 
expose of exploitative and discri- 
minatory practices by the offices 
of the U.S. Congress (Voice, June 
7J. But I demur when they depict 
female Congressional staffers as 
“indentured servants.** 

Ms. Ray’s personal history not- 
withstanding, women on the Hill 
tend to be well-educated and highly 
skilled. As such, they enjoy profes- 
sional options not available to rr»st 
women. Since they are so bri^t, 
educated, and able, why have they 
not responded to such evident Tiir- 
ing and salary disparities? I sus- 
pect a relevance to Mr. Erlich- 
man’s comment later in the same 
issue: that is, that “one stays 
partly because of inertia of the 
ego. It's an enormously seductive 
place to be, with all kinds of perks, 
ego and vanity feeding. . . , “ 

If the sLsters don’t want to be 
categorized as sex objects and 
resent systematic discrimination, 
they best be about delndenturing 
and organizing themselves and 
reorganizing the Congress! 

—Harriet Barlow 
Chevy Chase, Marrland 


against 204 on March 31, may be 
persuaded by the JFK Report to 
change their votes. We urge Voice 
readers to write Bolling and Sisk in 
care of Rules Committee, House of 
Representatives. Suite H313, 
Washington, D.C. 20515. 

— ^Alfred Weber 
Citizens Campaign for a 
Congressional Inquiry Into 
Political Assassinations 
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All the President’s 
Menace 

Dear Editor; 

to his article on the JFK assassi- 
nation fVoice, June 211, Dick Rus- 
sell neglects to mention the most 
comprehensive and sensible mea- 
sure in Congress mandating an 
Inquu 7 into political assassina- 
Uons pat is H.Res. 2W, mtro- 
duced by Congressman Henry B. 
Gonzalez of Texas, and establish- 
ing a House select committee to 
reinvestigate the deaths of John F 
Kennedy. Robert Kennedy, Martin 
Luther King, and the attempt 
gainst George Wallace. H.Res. 
^ now has 64 co-sponsors in the 
House, ranging from Pete McClos- 
, key to John Conyers to the majori- 
ty of the New York City delegation. 

UD resolution, 

H.Kes. 204 too received a 7-to-7 tie 
vote before the Rules Committee 
on March 31. 

The 1968 National Commission 
on the Causes and Prevention of 
Violence found that the United 
States ra^ed fifth out of 87 nations 
in as^ssinations and assassination 
plots for the 20-year period 1948-67 
1^ only by Korea, Cuba. Irkn, and 
Morocco. H.Res. 204 would permit 
Congress to deeply question why 
our poliUcal system has grown so 
violent and unstable. There is 
mounting evidence that the intelli- 
gent community may have been 
-wittingly or unwittingly involved in 
one or more of these deaths. These 
are rmtters which require a con- 
gressional committee, armed with 
subpoena power.. The Watergate 
e^rience seemed to demonstrate 
that congressional committees can 
I^rform successfully— if within 
limits—in this complex area. It is 
doubtful that healthy reform in 
U.S. domestic politics will occur in 
the absence of a full and public 
airing of the facts and possible 
cover-iq)s behind these deaths. 

Gonzalez, who was in the Ken- 
nedy motorcade in 1963, plans to 
seek another Rules Oommittee 
vote immediately after the publi- 
cation of the Schweiker-Hart 
wport on the JFK assassination. 
Representatives Richard BoUing 
of. M^ri and B;F.-SisR of Ca- 
lifornia. both ef- whom- -voted 


